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J A MISS KOBtK,

following briefbiography of tho
i: ( hanker, .T.mr.s Itoun, Esq., for-;

!y of this place, will, wc doubt not

't .¦ ciad with interest in this section..
v was brought out in the Louisville
^' njiier accompanying the following,
- .vouiit of the mammoth palace by his,
liM!iie:.

Str vmbii Jamkh Ronn.For New
ft 'nan*..This magnificent floating
.imImce arrived from Cinriunatti yes-
t. rday morning,ami was \isiied during
i'iu day by hundreds and hundreds of
- ir citizens, who admired her very
.;>'ich. The cabins are new and rich
.md beautiful and well furnished

irouuliouf. Her main cabin, which
h:.s a»:c.onimodaliou8 for 120 pnssen-

.r»\ is 204 feet long, finished with
w..iic and gold, and with a ceiling of
i-junols and pendants, all intho Bug-
.' <h Gothic style. Immediately be-
l'»wthe ladies'cabin, on the floor a-
h-.vo the main dock, is a nursery, an
addition that will be highly apprecia¬
ted by persons travelling with chil¬
dren. H is arranged Willi separate
r'onms connected with the ladies' cabin
1»X spiral stuirways and has alar^eand
.s ile promenade attached.
Tho James Robb is noarly 300 feet
length, and IJ200 tons burden. She

.oul about lOOi) tons offreight on her
Vc-terday, and the guards were clear
.!'ihc water. fSbe has an excellent
.: H and a good application of'pow-!th two large engines, and wjllbe

to make regular s^mi-monthly
'.i.4 between this city and Now Or-
;1S.

Tho .lames Robb SIR ltd to NcwOr-
¦nsto-day, and from the indications
know sha will lie full of passen-

..s. One new and most admirable
¦iixtufe in tlie srratigcmcnt of tho cab-
..i,, &c., of this packet, is the absence
>i stones. Sho is heated by pipes
hat conduct hot water to heaters ar-

mged tinder the floors, ami tho cabins
;:vc always kept coinlbrmblc and at a

.althv temperature.

Mr. J ion D is a native of Western
Virginia, und commenced his career

.13 Cashier of a branch of the Virginia
iianks at Morgantown. Under ill-
health lie resigned his office, and to
Main a wider field and more genial

climate, removed to Now Orleans.
Established in the exchange and

banking business at Now Orleans,
just at that crisis in the monetary and
commercial affairs which occurred in
IS38, invo'ving banks, I ankers, mer¬

chants, and planters, everything 111
ruin and embarrassment. Mr. lfobb's
onerey, skill and prudence, combined
with integrity and boldness, soon led
him to wealth and distinction.
The New Orleans Gas and hanking

Company, redeemed from a condition
of almost hopeless bankruptcy, and
uiude one of the safest and must pro¬
fitable institutions of the country, is a

monument to the skill and energy of
Mr. Itobb. A yet more signal evi¬
dence of his talents and persc.verance
is the establishment of gas-works at
Havana, Cuba, which hail previously
been attempted unsuccessfully, by
companies and individuals from Eu-
ropo anil America.
Meanwhile, the banking house of

.Taines Robb & Co., under Mr. It.'s
immediate direction, has continued to'
increase in capital, business and char¬
acter, and now ranks with the best in¬
stitutions in the country.

Recently Mr.Robbhas entered into
a new field.that of politics.upon
the very thrcshlmld, he nppoars not
the mere politician, but a Statesman.
As an earnest and eloquent advocate
ol State and city reforms, and an ex¬

tensive system of internal improve¬
ments, designed to place Louisiana,
and especially New Orleans, sido by
side with her sister States in the 'pro-
gross oflho age,' he was nominated,
and triumphantly elected, a represent¬
ative from NewOrleansto the Senate
of Louisiana.

Already Mr. Robb has displayed
distinguished ability as a public speak¬
er, and his speeches show hitn a saga¬
cious,far seeing politician.

It is seldom that such men as ,1 aines
Robb are willingto enter into political
life.more rare than they are hailed
with popular favor. Were it other¬
wise, our country would be more pros¬
perous at home, honored abroad and
wo hope that the people of his adopt¬
ed city and State will continue to ap¬
preciate his talents and integrity, and
his well directed efforts in their behalf,
and when they enn spare him from
tho .counsels of Louisiana, they will
send him to adorn the councils of the
nation.

Tho San Francisco Picayune gives
a itrange catalogue of Sunday sports
in that city :." Let's see.there wore

exhibited yesterday a bull and bear
fight at the mission, at which three or

four hulls were killed, as well as a

linrse, and several men wore serious¬
ly injured; a number of boat races in
the harbour; rows in the Union und
on Pacific Wharf; two steamboat ex¬

cursions; and-, in tho evening, theat¬
rical performance and a Tyrolean
concert. AVlint a staid and moral com¬

munity we are becoming!"
Tho bite of a drunkard, it sceins, is

to be feared, like the bite of a snake.
All officer in Ohio, who was bitten in
tho finger by a drunken man, as he
whs taking him to prison, has since!
died til' the wound.

The introduction of the sewing-ma¬
chine is beginning to excite the alarm,
and, in some places, tho indignation
<,f tuiiuii and iciHWtriiJiW.

l'leluiiros of Missionary Lifts.
In a let tor lo the Ntnv York Re

cordi-r, Mr. Sun, a .Missionary who
lntolv went nut t» New Mexico, with
his wife, gives it sketch of his journey-
iugs, &"<.. m'I ii'h may serve to disabuse
the niiiuia of tlir.se who imagine thai
the Missionary 1ms nti any ///.¦, and
but few claims upon our sympathies
The following is an extract:.

" On tlio 1 Sih of Sept. we started
upon the plains; Mrs. Shaw being the
only female in the company, i'or a

few days wo tlio't it rather hard fare,
hut soon become quite satisfied, and
enjoyed the trip much. We traveled
from ten to twenty miles per day..
(You must recollect that wo travel
with oxen and mules,.not by steam¬
boats and railroads. A striking cun-

trast, surely I but then it has its advan¬
tages. It gives a good opportunity
for hunting; and the game is abun-
dant. We can sometimes see two or

three hundred huge buffaloes within
gun-shot, and thousands within sight.
Prairie-hens, ducks, and the finest of
all, the antelope, are abundant. Theso
furnish eatables which are not at all
objectionable to a good appetite..
Wolves are very thick, and keep up a

constant howling about camp at night;
sometimes they are almost too neigh¬
borly. One night one came to my car-

riage and eat a portion of my harness,
notwithstanding wo wore sleeping
close by it. Ave met several parties
of Indians, but they offered no hosti-
lily. Some part of tlio way, water and
grass were very poor. Sixty miles
was the longest distance that our ani¬
mals were entirely destitute.

" Wo arrived at Santa Fo Nov. 14,
having been on the plains eight weeks
and two days. Wo had no rain dur¬
ing the time. A slight snow came up¬
on us in tho mountains, and made a

few days of unpleasant traveling..
But we arrived in safety, with health
much improved, and glad to find a

rosting-pface for a few days in the
family of brother L. Smith, who came
a few months before us; and, strange
to say, the first night we slept in a

house for eight weeks, we took violent
colds."

The English Language.
Most of our readers probably are

not aware of the great changes which
have taken place in our language,
since its first formation. The follow¬
ing are specimens of the Lord's Pray-
er at difierent periods:

1300. Fader our in lievcnc, Hale-
woyed be tlii name, come thi kingdom,
Thi wil bo don as in lievene and in
orthe. Our uche, dayes, bred give lis

to day. And forgive us our denes, as
we forgivenn to our detters j lede us

not into temptation, Bode delyvere us

of yevl. Amen.
1379. Our fadyr that art in Huv-

enes. Hallored be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come to. Be thy will done
in earth as in Hcvenc; Give to us to

day our bred and other substanclies;
and lorgif to us our dcttcs as wo for¬
given to our detters ; and leed us not
into temptation. But doliver us from
fivel. Amen.

1520. 0 oure father which ait in
heven, hallowed bo thy name. Lot
thy kingdom conio. Thy wyll bo ful¬
filled as well in orthe as hit is in hev¬
en. Give ys this dayo our dayly
breade And forgive thorn which tics-

pas vs. Leedo vs not into temptation,
but delyver vs from yvel. Amen.

15S9. Our father which art in hev-
uen, hallowed be thy name. Let thy
kingdom come. Thy will do done e-

ven in earth as it is in heauen. Gicu
us this day our daily bread. And for¬
give us our dcttcs as we also forgive
our detters. And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from onill,
for thine is the kingdom the power and
the glorio forever. Amen.

Salaries ill Virginia.
Governor, So,00(1
Counsellors, each, 1,000
Secretary of Commonwealth, 1,G20
First Auditor, 2,000
Second Auditor, 2,000
Treasurer, 2,000
Register of Land Office, 2,000
President of Court of Appeals,2,250
Each Judge, 2,500
Judges of General Courts, 1,500
Attorney General, besides fees

and mileage, 1,000
Speaker of Senate, per day, G
Speaker of House, per day, 8
Members, per day, 4
Clerk of Senate, per weok, 50
Cleric of House, per week, 150
Sergeant-at-arms of each House,
pur week, 30

Doorkeepers, each per week, 2S

Opening Letters.
James Vassar, who was arrested a-

bout a year ago for opening letters in
the Post Office, where he was employ¬
ed in the capacity of a clerk, was on

Monday morning sontenccd by Judge
lietts, of the United States District
Court, to five years' imprisonment in
the State Prison.

Elder ICnapp, while preaching re¬

cently in ltockford, Illinois, observed
many of his congregation sleeping,.
Ho stopped in his sermon and request¬
ed the dcacons to pass the contribu¬
tion boxes, saying that ho learned tho
society had not yet raised money o-

riougli to pay for the new boll, adding
there were some there whom licknew
would like to pay for their lodging,
tho usual price of which wax twenty-
fivo cents. About forty dollars were

raised. Ho then finished his sermon.

When wo are alono we have our

thoughts to watch.in our families our

temper, and in society our tongues.
I
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THE MIRROR.
"Praise where we can, ant/ censure

where we must."

II0 It G V N T 0W ii, V a.
Saturday....February 21, !§>Vi.

EASTERN AGKNCY.
R7* Mr. ('. PIKUCK, No. 415, South Third »t.,

Philadelphia. if one of unr uiuHt obliging and
attentive Agents.

K. \V. OAHU, Third street, opposite the Kx-
ohange, Philadelphia, is also our Ageitttor that
City.WM.TIIOMPSON, at the Newspaper Agency
S. K. corner of Baltimore and Calvert streotn,
is our Agent for Baltimore.

OTHER AGENTS.
I). M. Al'Vir., Nestorville, Barbour co., Va.
J.CALDWKLL, 1'. M. Kingwood, Preston

county, Va.

The Embargo removed !.a Let¬
ter/rain Richmond in three days //
and more expected! ! !
We have, ut length, been favored

with a letter dircct from Richmond,
which we hasten to lay before our

readers. Wo liavo been censured, at

least by implication, for not giving le¬

gislative proceedings, when in fact we
had nono to give. Our exchange pa¬
pers from the Eastern cities have been

coming as regular as clock-work, and
those from the West, as far as St.
Louis, have seldom failed,.-while the

papers from Richmond, which is said
to be the metropolis of our own State,
make their appearance but semi-occa-
sionally, and then seldom show their
faces until they are a month old,morc
or less! We did receive a printed
document from Squire Lemley, last
week, which was quite cheering, as it

gave reason to hope that he was still
in the land of the living,.and it will
a/Ford us equal pleasure, at all times,
to rcccivc despatches, either written,
printed or telegrnphic, from Messrs.
Wade and McDonald. We give this
week No. 1 ofaseries of Letters from
Richmond, which, we have reason to

believe, will be followed up vigorous¬
ly, and will afford much information
tliat will prove interesting.

EWLcgis/atire Acids is scarce..

Among tlio resolutions offered in the
House of Delegates, on tlio 3d inst.,
was tlie following:
By Jlr. Lemly.For laying off the

counties of tlie State into districts for
working the county roads, and for the
electing the Surveyors of said districts
by the people therein, and fixing the

compensation of said Surveyors.
Iiuntcrsvillc Burnt..A paragraph

lias been going tlio rounds nf the pa¬
llet's, that the town of Huntersville,
Pocahontas county, Va., was recently
destroyed by fire. The size of the
town may he inferred by the follow¬
ing extract of a letter to tlie editor of
the Putnam, 0.' Recorder,' written in
Pocahontas county:
" Considerable damage was experi¬

enced Inst night in the town of Hun¬
tersville, where three store houses,
one tavern, and one dwelling-house,
were destroyed by fire. The damage
is estimated at about fifty thousand
dollars.but no loss of life."

E3P Mr. Ilotilc, a member of the

Pennsylvania Legislature from Union-
town, is in a fair way to run up
the ladder of popularity. lie has in¬
troduced a bill providing for tho abo¬
lishing of so much of the S.'iOO exemp¬
tion law as prevents Printers from
collecting their accounts. Success to

bis scheme We have lots of news-

paper debts over in Pa. that wo should
be glad to collect, " by Iluok or by-
crook."

The Land Warrant Bill Passed.
Hon. John I,. Dawson, member of

Congress fromFayctto county, Penn.
informs the editor of the Uniontown
Genius that "the bill lias just passed
(making Land Warrants assignable."
Wo are not apprised of its having
passed tlio Senate.

The Brownsville Free Press of

Wednesday last states that the above
bill has passed both Housos of Con¬
gress.

An outrageous Murilcr lately
look place at Cumberland, Mil. A dif¬

ficulty had existed for some time be¬
tween two young men, named iftjirigg
and SiritK, and the latter arming him¬
self with a gun, stepped up behind
Sprigg, and shot hint through the
head! Swan has served in tlie Mexi¬
can war. He acknowledged tho crime
and did not try to escape. Perhaps
ho has not studied Shakspearc, who
says:

« One murder mafces a villain,
Thousands a hero."

CP* The Wtather, during the past
week, has bcou considerably mixed.
A few inches of snow full early in the
week, followed by cold nights, and a

little of tho molting mood about mid¬
day. Tlio river is too low for steam¬

boat navigation.

Another Fire in Clarksburg!
Extract of n Letter to tlic Editor*

Clarksburg, Feb. IS *1S52.
Friend Siegfried,

Wo have had another fire
hero. Mr. Jos. P. Uartlett, however,
is the only sufiurer this time. On be¬
ing driven from his tavern-house, in
November, by the great fire, he tetn-

Gnrily occupied one of his back
dings, into which he had stowed

all his beds and bedding, wearing ap¬
parel, &c. 1 lonrn that the fire was
communicated from one of the stoves
iu the building to ilie flooring, and had
made such progress, when discovered,
that all efforts to save the buildi/ig, or
even its contents, were utterly una¬

vailing. Tho alarm was given about
S o'clock, when tho citizens rushed cn

masse to the scene, in double quick
time, and entered into battle with the
devouring element with such system
and onergy that it was overcome with¬
out communicating to any other build¬
ing, although several were in close
proximity. While the firo was vet
burning, Mr. ]3artlctt was engaging
hands to construct another building on
the smouldering site. How well ho
succeeded you may judge when I tell
you that in passing this evening, I ob¬
served a building of very respectable
dimensions almost entirelyunder roof.
One knows scarcely which most to ad¬
mire most, tho energy and enterprise
of the proprietor, or the expedition of
the mechanics.
There is some talk of removing the

trials of those charged with burning
tho town in Nov., to Parkeraburg or

Morgantowm Yours, kc.
J. H. Powell.

Late from California.
We arc indebted to the polite at¬

tention of E. Tower, Esq., of this
place, for the perusal of a letter fi om
California, dated 11 Sacramento City,
Jan. 13, 1852," from which we make
the following oxtracts:

" This country is one of the most
lovely in winter compared with yours;
although you can see the snow-caped
mountains in nearly every direction,
yet 1 have seen nothing colder than a
frost this winter; and up the river,
where I an now running, the grass is
shooting up in every direction, and
the wild oats I know is 6 inches high,
perfectly green; in short, it would be
a lovely sight to you, if you could step
out of your house this morning, and
walk in the green grass, and feel the
pure and sunny air that we are now

enjoying. Some two weeks ago we
had much rain, which made it unplea-
sunt, of course, but the rains here arc

invariably warm, and now it is beau¬
tiful clear weather, which makes it
quite cheerful.
"The business community complain

very much now of hard times, and so

they are for this country; but I think
ifyou were to step out of Morgantown
and walk up I street, in this place,
some 12 or 11 squares, you would
think your place quite a dull one..
Still the expenses of this place re¬

quire large sales to make money; the
expenses of any good business house
here arc from SSOO to Si 000 a month,
and if a good house docs not sell two
thousand dollars worth in a day, he
thinks the times rather hard.

" The miners arc doing well gene¬
rally; many are going home, and ma¬

ny, very many for their families, and
scores arriving in every steamer from
the States. There arc now 2,000 pas¬
sengers on the Isthmus who cannot
get a passage for the present.

M. Littleton.

Thirty-two sleigh loads of the "fair
daughters of America," formed part
of a rccent temperance procession in
Albany. As the cotiscqucnccs of in¬
temperance fall heaviest upon Indies,
it is but natural that they should be
most earnest in the temperance re¬
form.

The question " why printers do not
succeed in business as well as brew¬
ers V' was thus answered :

"Because printers work forthehcad
and brewers for the stomach, and
where twenty men have a stomach, but
one has a head."

For the Mirror.
11 Slill Harping on my Daughter,"

Mil. Editoii :

I have understood that
this estimate of S50 dollars,per annum,
for educating a female pupil abroad, is
considered extravagant by some. A
little enquiry, however, will soon sat¬

isfy him who makes it, that this esti¬
mate is rather below, than above,what
it ought to be. Having some interest
in the matter, I havo taken pains to

ascertain the probublo cost; and lam
satisfied that 110 parent in Morgan-
town can send his daughter away to

any female seminary of reputable
character as a literary institution, for
less than 250 dollars por year.
The charges at the Female Semina¬

ry at Georgetown, D. C., for tuition
and boarding, arc 274 dollars per your.
Add to this books and stationery, to

say nothing of extra clothing, and
you must increase the sum to at least
.'iOO dollars. To this must lie added
expenses of taking the pupil to and
from school, which to a patron of that
school, living in Morgantown, would
bo nt least 75 dollars.
The annual exponco of sending a

daughter to Mrs. Meade's school at

Richmond, I lmvo ascertained would
be nearly 400 dollars per year.
From a statement which I have of

terms of tuition, boarding, &c., at two

schools in Philadelphia, I find that it
would cost from 3 to 4 hundred dol¬
lars to send my daughter to one of!
them, independent of travelling ex¬

penses.
Hut it may he said that those arc

Eastern schools, and are located too

fai oil tlmtgoodschools can bo found
nearer homo,where the terms are more

moderate. Take tho Female Sumi-
nary at Washington, Washington Co.,
J a., for instance. 1 have examined a

statement furnished by a pupil of
that school. The sum required for
board, tuition and fuel, is 20o dollars
per year, for each pupil. Now add
to this hooks, stationery, extra cloth¬
ing, and the expenses of travelling to
and from that seminary, twice a year,
and who will not say that tho total will
bo less than 850 dollars ?

I shall not repeat the pecuniary ad¬
vantages lo the community, of u flour¬
ishing Female Seminary in ourmidst.
But I may appeal to every parent to

ask himself how much he would pre¬
fer to have his daughter at homo, un¬

der his own eye,and subject to hisown
authority, during that interesting pe¬
riod of her existence, when her mind
and heart are receiving those impres¬
sions which shall fix her character for
life. Moreover, unless something is
speedily done to provide a suitable
cdifico, wo shall be entirely without a

public female school in our town ; for
it needs only a visit to tho present
building to convince any ono that it
will shortly bo untenantable. Indeed,
I doubt whether it is not now unsafe
.tho second floor being propped up
by a scantling to keep it from fallin"
in.
M hat shall we say to the probabili¬

ty of soon having no public school at
all for our daughters ? What do the
parents of Morgantown say to that ?
We now havo excellent teachers. I
understand that a small but well se¬

lected set of chemical and philosophi¬
cal apparatus has been recently pro¬
cured for the use of the Academy-
Shall wo suffer these advantages to be
lost? Shall we fail to secure a contin
nation of the services of Mr. Gregg
and his lady ? -Animated, as they no

doubt are, by a desire of being as ex¬

tensively useful as possible, they could
not bo blamed for socking a situation
elsewhere, where they might accom¬

plish greater good and receive a bet-
*el' reward for their labors.

It is true, if the Female Academy
[be discontinued, we may have private
schools, as of old time,.a little squad
here, and a little squad there,.where¬
soever a room can bo obtained large
enough to stow away a dozen or two

of our children. But no one will say
that such means of instruction will
meet the wishes of the people of Mor¬
gantown.

new Academy, or scud our daughters
abroad; or, wo must suffer them to

grow up without education. Now, of
every parent who 1ms a correct con¬

ception of his duty to his children, 1
ask tho question,.which of theso
tilings will you do.

It has heen intimated that tho Trus¬
tees of Monongalia (male) Academy
will, probably, aid in the erection of
a now building, if a disposition is man¬
ifested to push tllo enterprise forward,
by privato subscription. Indeed, I
feel confident they will do something
pretty handsome for us, if wo go a-

hoad.
Now such a building as ought to be

erected, will cost from 3,500 to 4,000
dollars. Au expenditure of ibis sum
would put up a building, containing a

sufficient number of balls and recita¬
tion rooms, and also sorcral dormito¬
ries, which, in connection with the
present dwelling, would accommodate
25 or 30 boarders, beside tho family
of tho principal.'
Suppose, as citizens, wo raise, $1200
Take of tho present Academy

And leave invested 2500 dollars of tho
presont Academy funds, equal to an

annual interest of 150 dollars, to con¬

stitute a part of the salary of the prin¬
cipal of tho Academy.

Suppose that tho Malo Academy
were to appropriate tho additional sum
of 2.000 dollars (and I will say that
by so doing, I believe thoy would give
great satisfaction to tho community ut

large,) it would constitute just tho
sum needed.
As a citizen, 1 am perfectly willing

to subscribe one-twelfth of tho 1200
dollars above proposed. I urn vory
much mistaken if it would not bo the
most profitable investment I could
inuko of tlmt sum of money.oven in
a pecuniary sense, T.

funds,
Value of old building, sny
Wo thus raise,

600
200

§2,000

RICHMOND CORRESPONDENCE.
Number 1.

Richmond, Feb. 10, 1852.
To the KJitor of the Mirror-.

Tlio old bachelor of sunny-side,'
who throws « magic spell around cv-

ory subject on which he writes,.1
mean Washington Irving,.lias the
peculiar talent of writing beautiful
things about nothing.
Yotirhumblo correspondent is not

only deficient in tlint gilt but also ill
giving interest to facts in thetnsolves
interesting i yot he will venture to
hare, your readers, and mako himself
ridiculous, notwithstanding '«' that,'
as ho half promised an occasional
loiter.
You, who live in ihe remote west,

if you carefully road the papers, actu¬

ally know more of the doings of this
city, than if you resided hero. You
may pass a day in the Senate or the
House of Delegates, and, unless you
have a favorable position in the House,
your readers will have a better know¬
ledge of tho proceedings than the ac¬

tual spectator. I cannot conceive how
it is that a member of either body can

do his duty and beahseiithalfliistimej
yet perhaps it might be possible to
name some who have not been in the
Housethrcc days since the commence¬
ment ot' the session.

It has been remarked that in the
rccollcction of no one. has there been
an Assembly of such temperate men.
There is not 1 bolicve a regularly in¬
temperate member of either House.
The great mass of the members are

young men, ranging from 22 to 35,
with an occasional gray head to hold
tho helm, among whom is tho venera¬
ble Hairston, who was here in thoyear
1S0S. Craig, of Roanoke, is also an
old man. Tho name of Robt. E.Scott
is familiar to you. He is a singular
looking mail; and one would scarcely
know what to make of him at first
sight, but when ho rises to speak and
coiumonccs to 'bat his eyes,' you can
see that the dull exterior contains 'a
mind above buttons.' If his hair were
not silvered, ono would supposo him
to be 35, yet this young looking man
is growing old. Goodc, of Bedford,
is llio youngest member ol the House:
not yet 22..Ho offered a resolution
on Saturday for tho erection ofa statue
to Jclferson, and made one of tho most
beautiful speeches on the subject it
has been my fortune to hear, yet 1
think Virginia has, just now, other
things to do than build monuments
over the lionos of her illustrious dead.
It is said that tho hogs arc sleeping
over and rooting up his clay. If such
is tho fact, it is more disgraceful tohis
immensely wealthy relatives than to
the Commonwealth, as his statue is
already ordered for the monument on

Capitol square.
By this day year tho people of Vir¬

ginia will think of other matters than
building monuments. Tho now Con¬
stitution compels this Legislature to

provide a sinking fund to pay oil' the
public debt, which fund will bo over
S 700,000 annually. It will also take
over 8000,000 annually, to keep the
Government in motion. Tlieso two
items make 81,300,000 to be raised
yearly by taxation, and it must he
done. The Constitution makes it ob¬
ligatory. Extravagance, heretofore,
has caused it, and let the people who
pay the taxes out of their hard earn¬

ings,not put the responsibility on those
who now liavo tuken an oath to sup¬
port tho Constitution.
Tho Committee of Finance sot ev¬

ery day till 12 o'clock, and after the
Ilouso adjourns they sit till 10 at
niglit. Tliey are elaborating a sys¬
tem of taxation in accordance with
the Constitution. It is an unpleasant
task. What will the people of your
county think when they learn that
their taxes are doubled, as they inev¬
itably will be;.and nearly evory dol¬
lar fur improvements in other pprts of
tho Stato. True, the poor will bo none
tho worse, for taxes will bo levied ac¬

cording to tho amount of property;.
but if tho rich don't " kick harder
than Jcshuron,"I am deceived. This
is an unpleasant subject, and I will
drop it for another timo, when I can
havo more patience.

I doubt whether a dollar will bo ap¬
propriated this session, except for tho
payment of tho public debt, and the
ordinary expenses of tho government;
yet every appliance will be brought
to boar. The Jaines river ditch wants
a few more millions sunk in its stag¬
nant pools; and evory four-penny
railroad from this city continnes to in¬
vite the members of both Houses to
tako a rido on their roads, to sec tho
beauty of the thing, frco gratis, i'orno-
thing ;.Iwd brandy and worse whis¬
key thrown in, and a "cold collection"
at the end of tho roads in tho woods,
as it is called here. If these Rail¬
road Presidents desiro lo catch tho
votes of any unwary "Western alli¬
gators," thoy had better not carry
them out through their old fields, pine
barrens, oak forests ten I'eet high,
broom hedge and chinkapins.

Mr. Buchanan, ofPa., tho other day
on a trip on the Danville road, re¬
marked "if Virginia could not pro¬
duce wheat with his county of Lan¬
caster, alio was pre-eminent in hor
crops of great men." It is well to re¬
member that Mr. Buchanan is a can¬
didate for tho Presidency, and his
stock hero is nearly up to Virginia
bonds; the latter 103A, the former at
least 99. If Guorgo M. Dallas bad
not reachod the city the day after Mr.
B. (both being now here) tho stock
might have reached oven a higher fig¬
ure; but as it iB tho contest is as vig¬
orous as between the bulls and bears
of Wall street.
While speaking of the Presidency,

I will add that I have just learned that

Gov. Johnson, of Vo., is spoken of ;n
New York and Pennsylvania, as ;t

candidate for the Vieo Presidency,
tho Governor being a native ofilii,
former Slate, it is thought will give
strength to tho ticket in that very un¬

certain climate of free dirlers and

peudo philanthropists. The oldCol 's
indomitable pluck, and his success

through life, would doubtless givu
strength to the Democratic ticket.

But I sat down to write of what has
been dono in tho .Legislature of Vir¬

ginia, and like many persons in these
latter days, (you and I excepted) I
have wandered from my text; but us

ibis is my first, you will please oxcuso

it. I will try and furnish you a week¬
ly letter, if you and your readers can
boar such an opiate, and your compos¬
itors do not slumber on their cases,

t have no timo to study style, and if

you douotinake my hastily dashed oil'
sentences welcome, why you will get
the fewer of them. * *

From our Washington Correspondent.
Washington, Feb. 14, 1852.

Dear Sir:
This is tlio day that all lov¬

ers make known their feelings to their
sweet-hearts through tlio medium of
what has been culled from time imme¬
morial, a Valentine. J n my younger
juvenile days, I took this wol d to mean

something lovely, and that every ono

who received a Valentine, received a

love-letter; but within a very short
time t have learned that I was mista¬
ken. Tlio meaning of the word ap¬
pears to bo a medium through which
our feelings are expressed to each
other, whether of the tender passion
or of contempt. For instance, if ono
of tlio fair sex should entertain a real
affection for you (0! I bog your par¬
don sir, I mean no other person than
your better hal£) slio expresses her
admiration of you by sending you a

Valentino, couched ill the most ele¬
gant, chaste and lovely language. If
she entertains an opposite feeling,
(which, may tlio powers forbid,) slio
will send you an image of an old crook¬
ed nosed, bandy-shanked, rum-colored
customer, with sentiments to suit the
picturo, and permit you to draw your
own conclusions. It is said that many
a love match is mado 011 St. Valentine's
day, and if this bo ordinarily true,how
much moro will it be so on the present
occasion, when wo reflect that this is
Leap year, and that the ladies are not

only privileged to mako lovo to their
opposite sex, but to prnjiose. But as

I did not intend to fill up this letter
exclusively with the ladies, I will pass
011.

Tlio subject of non-intervention
appears to be gradually taking hold of
the business of the Senate, and will
doubtless bo handed over to the peo¬
ple in the shape of set speeches, un¬
til the end oi the present session of
Congress. Gon. Cass appeal's tohave
led oil' in this important question, and
laid down the land marks for the De¬
mocracy. But this is a question that
neither of the groat political parties
liavo the exclusive right to adopt as a

party creed. It is a national question,
full of interest to the whole Amorican
people, and if there is any certainty
111 judging the future by the past, tlio
principle heretofore adopted and car¬
ried out by our Government, is cer¬

tainly the ono we should still strictly
adhere to. I am glad that Gon. Cass
has mado such a speech. I think it
willhavo a tendency to check the prin¬
ciple of tlio " progressive democracy"
that tvo sometimes see attempted to
bo imposed upon the unsuspecting
mass, by the herds of demagogues that
infest a certain nameloss party in this
country. Give me tlio old land marks,
and such men as Clay, Cass, Webster
and others to stand by them.
The House appears to bo engaged

principally in tlio investigation of pri¬
vate claims, and set but from four to
five days in the week. This certainly
should bo a short session of Congress,
as thorc appears to be nothing to de¬
tain it, of uny importance.

Tlio decision in tlio Gaines case has
not yet been made, and considerable
uncertainty and anxiety is fult by both
parties, as it will require four justices
out of tlio six sitting to reverse the
judgmont of the Court below.
A Committco of your Legislature

has reported in favor of holding tlio
election for Circuit Judges 011 the 4th
Thursday of April next, and their du¬
ties t'o commence on tlio 1st July.
J his appeal's to bo ominous that tho
election lor County Ofiicers, members
of the Legislature, See., will not tako
place until the fall, and that tho pres.
out Legislature intend taking their
time Miss Lucy," as that body meets

biennially after the present session.
I have 110 further advices upon tho

lay-delegation question, particularly,
but promise to keep you posted upon
that point, becauso 1 believe if ever
roform was needed either in Church
01 State, that is. I see that a mectiurr
ol tho mnlo members of tho " oldest
congregation," in Philadelphia, was
held, at which a resolution was passed
that they "did not approvo
ol a Lay Delegation in tho Gonorul
nuil Annual Conferences." This is
intended, I suppose, to put a m/ietu,
to tho whole ulluir. But this ,-annot
be, unless the fetters by which thelai-
'y of that church is miwoncliiiinod are
a good deal stronger than I think they
aro. Nous vcrrwis,

EL DOJtADO.
A country editor having received

two gold dollars in advance, f.r |li(i
paper, suys, that he " allows l. s chil
to play With the other children as un.

£3^ Wonder if he lire,! ocer ?


